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hesitation in passing such cruel and sanguinary decrees, when
they knew that they could throw the responsibility upon the
shoulders of the few individuals who were ordered to execute
these measures. The vigour of the new committee was shown
at once in every direction, and armies were directed to march
upon the rebellious cities of Lyons and Marseilles. The next
step was to hand over to the committee the complete direction
of the foreign war, and for this new service two officers of
the corps of engineers, both noted for their vigour in the
Military Committees of the Legislative Assembly and the
Convention, Lazare Nicolas Marguerite Carnot and Claude
Antome Prieur-Duvernois, commonly known as Prieur of the
Cote-d'Or, were added to it on August 14. Exactly one week
afterwards, on the demand o"f the committee, the permanent
requisition of all Frenchmen between eighteen and twenty-five
to sei ve in the array, without power of obtaining a substitute,
was decreed by the Convention.

On September 5 the power of the Committee of Public
Safety was finally consolidated, and, on the motion of Barere,
u Terror was decreed to be the order of the day" This
declaration, by which the system of Terror was officially
recognized by the Convention as the temporory mode of
government for France, like Saint-Just's decree establishing
revolutionary government m the following month, practically
made the Committee of Public Safety supreme over life and
property, without restraint fiom law or custom. The deputies
of the committee became absolute despots, entrusted with the
task of ruling France by terrifying it into silent obedience to
their will. The instruments of the Terror were quickly forged.
On that same September 5, the Revolutionary Tribunal of
Paiis was, on the motion of Merlin de Douai, the reporter of
the Committee of Legislation, divided into four sections, so as
to be able to try more prisoners at a time; a revolutionary
army of five thousand men and twelve hundred gunners, all
known sans-culottes, was decreed; and the revolutionary
committees of the sections of Paris were ordered to be
<lepur4es/' which meant that only men well known for their